


THE BIGGEST CHANGE-ONE TEST VERSION…
• AS A REMINDER - STAAR A AND STAAR L ARE BOTH GENERAL TEST VERSIONS WITH THE SAME BLUE 

PRINTS AND STANDARDS AS STAAR
• STAAR A AND STAAR L WILL BE ADMINISTERED FOR THE LAST TIME IN DECEMBER 2016
• THE ACCOMMODATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE ON STAAR A AND STAAR L WILL CONTINUE TO BE 

AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS IN AN ONLINE VERSION OF STAAR
• TEXT TO SPEECH (TTS)
• LANGUAGE AND VOCABULARY SUPPORTS – POP UPS AND ROLL OVERS SIMILAR TO STAAR L
• CONTENT SUPPORTS – POP UPS AND ROLL OVERS SIMILAR TO STAAR A



ONE TEST VERSION…
• ONLINE TESTS WILL STILL INCLUDE ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES

• HIGHLIGHTER, ZOOM, COLOR CHANGE, NOTEPAD, PENCIL, ETC…

• ONLINE TESTS WITH OR WITHOUT ACCOMMODATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR EVERY 
GRADE LEVEL AND TEST

• ANY STUDENT COULD TAKE AN ONLINE TEST
• EXCEPTION - THERE WILL BE NO ONLINE SPANISH VERSION



ONE TEST VERSION…
• THE EMBEDDED ACCOMMODATIONS IN AN ONLINE TEST WILL BE TURNED ON/OFF 

INDIVIDUALLY FOR EACH STUDENT DEPENDING ON THE APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE 
DECISION AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS*

• A STUDENT COULD TAKE THE ONLINE VERSION OF THE TEST WITH ANY COMBINATION OF THE 
ACCOMMODATIONS

• TEXT TO SPEECH
• LANGUAGE AND VOCABULARY SUPPORTS
• CONTENT SUPPORTS

* WE DO NOT YET HAVE STUDENT ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS – EXPECTED TO BE AVAILABLE ON SEPTEMBER 23RD.



ONE TEST VERSION…WHAT DOES THIS 
MEAN?
• AT THE STUDENT LEVEL – THOSE WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY TAKEN STAAR A OR STAAR L SHOULD NOT SEE 

ANY DECREASE IN THE AMOUNT OF ONLINE ACCOMMODATIONS AND SUPPORT THEY’VE RECEIVED WITH 
THOSE TEST VERSIONS.

• AT THE COMMITTEE LEVEL – HOW SOME OF THESE DESIGNATED SUPPORTS ARE DOCUMENTED WILL 
CHANGE

• THE ONLINE DESIGNATED SUPPORTS WILL BE DOCUMENTED INDIVIDUALLY, AS WELL AS ANY SUPPORTS THAT 
ARE NOT EMBEDDED WITHIN THE TEST ADMINISTRATION

• WE DON’T KNOW EXACTLY HOW THESE WILL NEED TO BE DOCUMENTED YET (9/23 TETN)



ONE TEST VERSION…WHAT DOES THIS 
MEAN?

• ELIGIBILITY FOR ONLINE ACCOMMODATIONS?

• WILL NOT KNOW FOR SURE UNTIL AFTER 
SEPTEMBER 23RD MEETING.

• BUT…



ONE TEST VERSION…WHAT DOES THIS 
MEAN?
•COMMITTEE DECISIONS THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE?

• AFTER SEPTEMBER 23RD TETN, APPROPRIATE DEPARTMENTS WILL COMMUNICATE 
HOW TO HANDLE COMMITTEE DECISIONS THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE FOR 
SPRING 2017 ASSESSMENTS



WHAT ABOUT 
ACCOMMODATIONS?

• INFORMATION EXPECTED TO COME OUT AT SEPTEMBER 23RD TEA 
PRESENTATION – CHRIS’ EDUCATED SPECULATION…

• TYPE 1 ACCOMMODATIONS WILL BECOME “DESIGNATED SUPPORTS”
• TYPE 2 ACCOMMODATIONS WILL BECOME “DESIGNATED SUPPORTS 

WITH TEA APPROVAL”
• ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS MAY BE A LITTLE EASIER FOR STUDENTS 

TO MEET
• THE STUDENT USES IT ROUTINELY AND EFFECTIVELY WILL 

LIKELY BE THE MAIN CRITERIA.
• UNSURE OF SUPPORTS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE NOT SERVED 

BY SPECIAL EDUCATION OR 504 – SEPTEMBER 23RD.



MORE INFORMATION TO COME…

•ONCE WE HAVE ALL OF THE INFORMATION, SYSTEMWIDE TESTING, SPECIAL
EDUCATION, 504 AND ELL DEPARTMENT WILL WORK TO MAKE SURE 
INFORMATION IS COMMUNICATED TO ALL STAKEHOLDERS EFFICIENTLY AND 
CONSISTENTLY



OTHER CHANGES…
•LENGTH OF TESTS – HB 743

• THE STAAR ASSESSMENTS WILL BE SHORTENED SO THAT 85% OF STUDENTS WILL BE 
ABLE TO COMPLETE THE ASSESSMENT WITH IN 2 HOURS FOR GRADES 3-5 AND WITHIN 
3 HOURS IN GRADES 6-8

• HOW MUCH THE TESTS WILL BE SHORTENED HAS NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED
• STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS FOR VALIDITY/RELIABILITY MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED

• AS OF NOW, THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THIS WILL CHANGE THE 4-HOUR TIME 
LIMIT.



OTHER CHANGES…
•TELPAS PILOT STUDY

• SPRING 2018 TELPAS WILL MOVE TO SPEAKING AND LISTENING AS AN ONLINE 
ASSESSMENT

• TEA AND PEARSON ARE CURRENTLY CONDUCTING COGNITIVE LABS WITH A VERY 
SMALL SAMPLE SIZE

• SPRING 2017 TELPAS PILOT STUDY INFORMATION IS DUE TO COME OUT LATER THIS 
MONTH

• SOME CAMPUSES MAY BE ASKED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PILOT STUDY



OTHER CHANGES…

•REDESIGN OF THE STAAR CONFIDENTIAL STUDENT REPORTS
• TEA IS IN THE PROCESS OF GATHERING PUBLIC INPUT
• CSRS WILL BE REDESIGNED THIS FALL
• HTTP://STAARREPORTING.COM/

http://staarreporting.com/


ANY QUESTIONS?
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